
2 3

130 Years of  Public Service
1927 - 1967

The City of Medford was incorporated 130 
years ago in March of 1885.

The first law enforcement official hired by the 
city was Marshal J.H. Redfield.  His salary was 
$41.66 per month.

There were numerous marshals until the title 
was changed to Police Chief under Charles 
Johnson in 1901. He was followed by Chief 
Eugene Amann. Several short-term chiefs 
continued until J.F. Hittson served from 1911 
to 1920.  The next chief was George Timothy 
from 1920 to 1923. 

The longest serving chief was Clatous 
McCredie who served from 1927 to 1953. The 
department grew slowly during this time with 
only 11 on the force by 1942; however, Military 
Police assigned to Camp White during WWII, 
enhanced the force during the war.

Chief Charles Champlin, the first MPD 
graduate of the FBI National Academy (NA), 
modernized MPD with his tenure from 1953 
until his death in 1964.  He increased the force 
from 24 to 40.  Several MPD leaders have gone 
on to complete the NA training, including 
today’s Chief Tim George and Deputy Chief 
Brett Johnson.

The Department now has 103 sworn officers 
total. There are 37 full time civilian employees 
and several part-time positions in each 
division.

The department purchased its first automobile 
in 1927, a Model T Touring car and a Graham 
Paige sedan. The department went to three 
cars in the 1940’s. The department has gone 
from Chevrolet, to Ford, and Chrysler over 
the years.  The department has had a variety 
of motorcycles including Harley Davidson, 
BMW, and Honda. The oddest vehicle was the 
Cushman truck scooters used for downtown 
traffic enforcement in the 1960’s.  In 2014, 
the department’s patrol vehicles are Dodge 
Chargers.

Radio equipment in police vehicles first 
began in 1940 when a one-way radio system 
was installed by Dave Grease of KMED. The 
department began using audio Doppler radar 
equipment in 1958. 

On March 16, 1933, the Medford 
Police Department lost Constable 
George Prescott in the line of 
duty. He was murdered by a local 
resident, Llewellyn Banks, when 
Prescott attempted to serve an 
arrest warrant on Banks at his 
residence. Constable Prescott was 
an early practitioner of today’s 
“community policing” philosophy. 
He was highly respected by his 
community, his peers, and the law 
enforcement community. 

Medford Police Anniversary 
Challenge Coin

1960’s

1970’s

1967 - 2016

1945
1953

1958

2014

Marshal J.H. Redfield 1885 

Marshal John S. Miller 1889

Marshal L.C. Rodenburger 1892

Marshal D.S. Young 1892

Marshal Thomas Morin 1892

Marshal J.W. Johnson 1893

Marshal William Churchman 1894

Marshal M.R. Hart 1898

Marshal Charles G. Johnson 1898

Marshal Samuel Murry 1899

Chief Charles G. Johnson 1901

Chief Eugene Amann 1902

Chief J.C. Howard 1902

Chief M.S. McCoy 1903

Chief H.D. Angle 1904

Chief J.C. Howard 1906

Chief G.W. Turpin 1907

Chief H.G. Shearer 1908

Chief J.F. Hittson 1911

Chief George O. Timothy 1920

Chief Charles Adams 1923

Chief Clatous McCredie 1927

Chief Charles Champlin 1953

Chief Floyd Clower 1964

Chief Orlo McGee 1974

Chief Glen Johnston 1984

Chief Ray Shipley 1989

Chief Eric Mellgren 1998

Chief Randy Schoen 2007 

Chief Tim George 2011
1990’s
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