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CLASSIFICATIONS 
& INVENTORY

PARKLAND CLASSIFICATIONS 
Parkland is classified to assist in planning for the community’s recreational needs. The 
Medford park system is composed of a hierarchy of various park types, each offering 
recreation and/or natural area opportunities. Separately, each park type may serve only 
one function, but collectively the system will serve the full range of community needs. 
Classifying parkland by function allows the City to evaluate its needs and to plan for 
an efficient, cost effective and usable park system that minimizes conflicts between 
park users and adjacent uses. The classification characteristics are meant as general 
guidelines addressing the intended size and use of each park type. The following seven 
classifications are in effect in Medford and are defined as follows. 

 � Community Parks
 � Neighborhood Parks
 � Linear Parks
 � Greenways & Natural Open Space Areas
 � Special Use Areas
 � Beautification Areas 
 � Paths & Trails
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Community Parks
Community parks are larger sites developed for organized play, containing a wider 
array of facilities and, as a result, appealing to a more diverse group of users. They are 
planned to provide active and structured recreation opportunities, as well as passive and 
non-organized opportunities for individual and family activities. Community parks are 
generally 15 to 50 acres in size, should meet a minimum size of 15 acres when possible 
and serve residents within a 2-mile drive, walk or bike ride from the site. In areas 
without neighborhood parks, community parks can also serve as local neighborhood 
parks.  

In general, community park facilities are designed for organized or intensive 
recreational activities and sports, although passive components such as pathways, picnic 
areas and natural areas are highly encouraged and complementary to active use facilities. 
Community parks may provide pools, community gardens or indoor facilities to meet 
a wider range of recreation interests. Since community parks serve a larger area and 
offer more facilities than neighborhood parks, parking and restroom facilities should be 
provided. Fichtner-Mainwaring Park, U.S. Cellular Community Park and Hawthorne 
Park are examples of community parks. 

Neighborhood Parks
Neighborhood parks are generally considered the basic unit of traditional park systems. 
They are small park areas designed for unstructured, non-organized play and limited 
active and passive recreation. They are generally 2-5 acres in size, depending on a variety 
of factors including neighborhood need, physical location and opportunity, and should 
meet a minimum size of 3 acres in size when possible. 

Neighborhood parks are intended to serve residential areas within close proximity 
(up to ½-mile walking or biking distance) of the park and should be geographically 
distributed throughout the community. Access to neighborhood parks is mostly 
pedestrian, and park sites should be located such that people living within the service 
area can reach the park safely and conveniently. Neighborhood parks should be located 
along road frontages to improve visual access and community awareness of the sites. 
Connecting and frontage streets should include sidewalks or other safe pedestrian 
access. Additionally, street plans should encourage maximum connectivity and public 
access to park sites.

Generally, developed neighborhood parks typically include amenities such as pedestrian 
paths, picnic tables, benches, play equipment, open field area for informal play, sport 
courts or multi-purpose paved areas and landscaping. When neighborhood parks are 
designed in conjunction with school sites, these sites typically include multi-use sport 
fields. Restrooms and parking are generally provided. Donahue-Frohnmayer Park and 
Lone Pine School Park are examples of neighborhood parks.
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Linear Parks
Linear parks are developed, landscaped areas that follow linear corridors such as street 
rights-of-way, creeks and other elongated features. This type of park usually contains a 
paved path, landscaped areas, viewpoints and seating areas. The Biddle Road Pathway is 
an example of a linear park. 

Greenways & Natural Open Space Areas
Greenways are undeveloped lands primarily left in a natural state with recreation use as 
a secondary objective. Greenways provide for connected or linked open space corridors 
that can support broader ecological functions than stand-alone properties. Natural 
areas are individual or isolated tracts of open space that are not connected to a larger 
greenway network. 

These conserved open spaces are usually owned or managed by a governmental agency 
and may or may not have public access. This type of land often includes wetlands, steep 
hillsides or other similar spaces. In some cases, environmentally sensitive areas are 
considered greenways and can include wildlife habitats, stream and creek corridors, or 
unique and/or endangered plant species. Greenways may serve as trail corridors, and 
low-impact or passive activities, such as walking, nature observation and fishing may be 
allowed, where appropriate. No standards exist or are proposed for greenways. The Bear 
Creek Greenway is an example of the greenway classification.

Special Use Areas
Special use areas include single-purpose recreational areas or stand-alone sites designed 
to support a specific, specialized use. This classification includes stand-alone sport 
field complexes, arenas, community centers, community gardens or sites occupied 
by buildings. Specialized facilities may also be provided within a park of another 
classification. No standards exist or are proposed concerning special facilities, since 
facility size is a function of the specific use. The portion of Railroad Park used by the 
train clubs would be an example of a special use area.

Beautification Areas
Beautification areas may include landscaped areas around buildings, entry ways, street 
islands and maintained strips along street rights-of-way and pathways. The landscaping 
in these areas may vary widely, ranging from low maintenance trees and mulch to high 
maintenance flowerbeds and facilities, such as fountains, picnic tables, hanging baskets, 
sculpture/artwork, gardens and signage. 
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Paths & Trails
Trails are non-motorized recreation and transportation networks generally separated 
from roadways. These corridors can be developed to accommodate multiple or shared 
uses, such as pedestrians and bicyclists, or a single use. Recreational path and trail 
alignments aim to emphasize a strong relationship with the natural environment and 
may not provide the most direct route from a practical transportation viewpoint. The 
City has the foundation to a path and trail system with the Bear Creek Greenway. It 
connects Medford to adjacent cities from Ashland to Central Point, as well as parks 
within the City.

The recreational path and trail system uses a hierarchy 
(right) to create a series of interconnected linkages 
throughout the City and represents a framework 
based on planned user volumes and intensity. This 
hierarchy conceptualizes a branching circulation 
network of non-motorized routes - ranging from 
cross-regional and inter-city primary corridors, to 
secondary intra-city neighborhood corridors, to minor 
local connections - with the primary purpose focused 
on recreation. These interconnected linkages enable 
recreational users to create loops or individualized 
routes depending on desired travel distances or 
specific destinations. 

The differences between the classifications within the hierarchy are based on purpose, 
intensity of use and connections, rather than on width, material or user. Four 
classifications exist within the Medford network: regional, connector, local/park and 
equestrian trails. These path and trail classes serve as the primary linkages across and 
through the City. Figure 4 describes the four path and trail types in Medford.  
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FACILITY INVENTORY
Medford provides and maintains a growing system of parks that supports a range 
of active and passive experiences. The park and open space inventory identifies the 
recreational assets within Medford. The City provides over 2,500 acres of public 
parkland and recreation facilities distributed among 36 park sites and numerous open 
space parcels. The following tables summarize the current land inventory in Medford. 

Figure 5. Existing Inventory: City-owned Community Parks

Figure 6. Existing Inventory: City-owned Neighborhood Parks

 Park Name  Status Acres (Total) Acres (Developed)
Bear Creek Park Developed 62.44 61.03
Fichtner‐Mainwaring Park Developed 30.95 30.95
Hawthorne Park Developed 14.22 14.22
Prescott Park (F)* Undeveloped 15.00 0.00
U.S. Cellular Park Developed 125.34 120.34

Total Community Park Acreage 247.95 226.54

(F):  Future Park
* : Remainder of acreage for Prescott Park is noted in the Greenway & Natural Open Space category

 Park Name  Status Acres (Total) Acres (Developed)
Alba Park Developed 1.51 1.51
Cedar Links (F) Undeveloped 5.42 0.00
Chrissy Park (F) Undeveloped 10.00 0.00
Donahue‐Frohnmayer Developed 14.03 10.19
Earhart Park Developed 1.69 1.69
Holmes Park Developed 18.35 18.35
Howard Park Developed 9.22 9.22
Jackson Park Developed 10.50 10.50
Jefferson Park Developed 4.93 4.93
Kennedy Park Developed 8.11 8.11
Lewis Park Developed 7.33 7.33
Liberty Park Developed 0.23 0.23
Lone Pine Park Developed 4.82 4.38
Midway Park (F) Undeveloped 3.00 0.00
Orchard Hill Park Developed 4.16 4.16
Oregon Hills Park Developed 14.91 3.00
Pear Blossom Park 1 Developed 0.70 0.70
Pear Blossom Park 2 Developed 0.68 0.68
Railroad Park Developed 2.18 2.18
Ruhl Park Developed 1.22 1.22
Summerfield Park Developed 1.56 1.56
Union Park Developed 2.13 2.13
Veterans Park Developed 1.74 1.74

Total Neighborhood Park Acreage 128.42 93.81

(F):  Future Park
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Figure 7. Existing Inventory: Special Use Areas

Figure 8. Existing Inventory: City-wide Parks, Greenways & Natural Areas

The City also has agreements in place with developers for the planned development 
of certain future parks and trail linkages as part of residential development projects 
underway in southeast Medford. 

 Park Name  Status Acres (Total) Acres (Developed)
Carnegie Building Developed 1.48 1.48
Chrissy Park Undeveloped 20.00 0.00
City Hall Developed 3.06 3.06
IOOF Cemetery Developed 19.32 19.32
Railroad Park Developed 9.03 9.03
Santo Community Center Developed 3.80 3.80
Service Center Developed 2.35 2.35
Vogel Plaza Developed 0.24 0.24

Total Special Use Acreage 59.28 39.28

 Classification Total Developed
Neighborhood Parks 128.42 93.81
Community Parks 247.95 226.54
Special Use Areas 59.28 39.28

Subtotal 435.65 359.63

Linear Parks 48.18 40.94

Greenways & Natural Open Space Areas 2,017.59 2,017.59

Total Acreage 2,501.42 2,418.16

Acreage
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Bear Creek Park
Location: south of Siskyou Blvd; west of Highland Drive, along Bear Creek      62.44 acres 

Amenities 
 � Parking
 � Restrooms
 � Tennis courts
 � Skate park 
 � BMX track & bleachers
 � Amphitheater & stage
 � Little League fields
 � Natural areas

 

Design Opportunities
 �  Bear Creek Park contains numerous different outdoor recreation amenities that are accessed from 

different locations. A unifying master plan could help integrate upgrades and improvements and provide 
an improved entry and overall identity / wayfinding system for the park.

 �  Better connections between Little League fields and the rest of the park should be explored. 

Management Considerations
 �  Aging infrastructure and the need for upgrades has generated a long list of needed improvements: 

drainage improvements, new park signs, picnic shelter roof replacement, vegetation management, 
restroom renovations, pathway resurfacing, irrigation improvements off Siskyou and around tennis 
courts, ADA upgrades, and Leather’s playground renovations (currently being assessed). Restroom by 
Leathers playground needs replacement.

 �  Little League field renovations: irrigation additions and improvements needs underground vault, pathway 
repairs, replacement of existing restroom and concession buildings, and renovation and expansion of 
parking lot pavement.

 �  Popularity and park use has triggered the need for: additional lighting, expanded parking, skate park 
shelter, Little League field improvements: additional picnic table pads, new restroom, shade trees and 
concession facility.

( continued on next page )

 � Pavilion
 � Trail system
 � Interpretive pavement
 � Playground (Little League)
 � Leathers playground
 � Off-leash dog park
 � Arbor
 � Trees & landscaping

Community Park
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 �  Off-leash dog area needs ADA improvements for better access: gates and pathway 
improvements.

 � Improve and address hazards in Baby Bear Creek, such as debris and steep slopes.
 � Remove lower Jacob Point path and plant the area with turf; beautify the Bear Creek Overlook.
 � Improve access around the amphitheater.
 � Create separate reservable areas. 
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Fichtner-Mainwaring Park
Location: west of S Holly St; south of Stewart Avenue         30.95 acres

Amenities 
 � Parking
 � Tennis courts
 � Soccer fields
 � Basketball courts
 � Sand volley ball courts
 � Restrooms

Design Opportunities
 � Southwest corner of park could be designed and developed to provide amenities in closer proximity to 

sports fields and their users, such as parking and restrooms.
 �  Park has capacity for additional site amenities; potential picnic area and shelter, additional park benches 

and picnic pads, concession area, and pathways.
 � Consider adding additional sand volleyball courts and relocating away from splash pad area. 
 �  Complete restroom renovations and consider storage capacity in upgraded or new restrooms to support 

recreational activities and groups.

Management Considerations
 �  Irrigation system could benefit from upgrades to eastern mainline and master control.
 �  Park staff has identified need for existing restrooms replacement and sewer line improvements, covering 

for mechanical equipment for spray park, retrofitting of existing lighting with LED, restriping parking 
lot, resurfacing asphalt pathways, replacement/upgrade of sand wash off drain, and need for additional 
lighting for parking lots and pathways.

 �  Playground ADA access is limited due to drop off from path to safety fall surfacing.
 � Designate separate reservable areas. 

 � Picnic tables
 � Playground 
 � Gazebo
 � Spray park
 � Memorial Sitting Area

Community Park
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U.S. Cellular Community Park
Location: Off Highway 99 or Lowry Lane, along Bear Creek riparian corridor       125.34 acres

Amenities 
 � Mixed use park and sports complex
 � Numerous artificial turf sports fields
 � Harry & David Field (natural grass)
 � Coyote Trails Nature Center with parking & picnic shelter
 � Bear Creek Greenway
 � Playground
 � Restrooms (3 or 4)
 � Maintenance yard & office

Design Opportunities
 �  Consider integration of wayfinding and signage system to coordinate with Medford P&R signs, logos and 

general ID, informational and directional communication needs within complex.
 �  Potential location of a caretaker residence (near maintenance yard and office) to add oversight and 

security to the park.
 �  More parking needs to be expanded and integrated, especially for Harry & David field.
 � Complete development of open field between maintenance yard and the Coyote Trails Nature Center

Management Considerations
 �  Develop an artificial turf replacement plan to address the need for funding future play surfacing 

replacement.
 �  Potential caretaker at maintenance yard could add management functions for park operations.

 

Community Park
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Hawthorne Park
Location: South of Jackson St; access from Hawthorne and Main Streets        14.22 acres

Amenities 
 � Playgrounds new Nature play area (sand play)
 � Spray pads
 � Restrooms
 � Parking lots
 � Loop trail
 � Off leash dog areas
 � Basketball court
 � Futsal court
 � Picnic tables

 

Design Opportunities
 �  Park orientation could benefit from wayfinding signage system to identify Hawthorne Park as part of 

Medford P&R as well as communicate what and where to find amenities within the park and its context 
along the Bear Creek Greenway.

 �  Potential recreation center site being considered for southeast corner of property. Additional parking will 
be needed to support facility.

 � A pedestrian bridge connection between the Riverside parking lot and Hawthorne Park (west of the small 
dog park) has been discussed. It would provide additional parking needed for new park facilities. It would 
also provide an important pedestrian/bike route to the City Center from the Bear Creek Greenway and 
Hawthorne Park, increasing public presence in a portion of the park that remains less developed.

Management Considerations
 �  Park staff has identified the need for major irrigation updates: replacement of the aging lateral line, 

sprinkler head replacement, and replacement of the irrigation main line in the south and northwest 
portion of the park. 

 � Add park signage at key park entry points.  
 � Continue with addressing park security improvement.

 � Continue the addition of art murals on highway overpass pylons. 

 � Park benches
 � Trash receptacles
 � Rose garden
 � Bike racks
 � Horseshoe pits
 � Open grass areas
 � Trees & Landscaping 
 � Art murals on highway overpass pylons
 � Bear Creek Greenway

Community Park
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Prescott Park
Location: Access off Hillcrest Road, east of Medford city limits          1740 acres

Amenities 
 � Trail system
 � Challenge course
 � Historic structures
 � Natural Areas
 � Future community park

Design Opportunities
 �  Beyond the need for development of the 2008 master plan for a community park, Prescott Park could 

provide regional value through long distance connections to the Pacific Crest Trail and a role in the 
Medford trail loop from Prescott to Airport to Chrissy Park and linking with the Bear Creek Greenway. 
Connecting through BLM lands to PCT will enhance PCT user connections. Connecting to county trail 
systems and beyond will add more destinations and value as transportation alternatives to county 
residents.

 �  Considerations for a caretaker’s residence onsite should include options for operating hours and public 
access, expanded parking and infrastructure support facilities for trailhead facilities (restrooms, drinking 
fountains).

 �  Trail system wayfinding design (including production of trail maps: hard copies and digital versions) 
should incorporate Prescott Park and region trail connections to provide clear directional information for 
enhanced user experiences and safety.

 �  Parking being relocated to new trailhead to provide better access to trail system (inside gate and up the 
hill).

Management Considerations
 �  Coordination with trail user groups (like IMBA local chapters) to ensure sustainable design, development 

and maintenance of trail system on Roxy Ann Peak and in Prescott Park’s adjacent lands will protect 
resources and reduce maintenance issues.

Community Park & Natural Open Space
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Alba Park      
Location: Corner of W. Main & S. Holly Streets            1.51 acres

Amenities 
 � Central fountain with radiating pathways
 � Gazebo
 � Bike rack
 � Drinking fountain
 � Picnic tables

Design Opportunities
 � If Ivy Street could be dedicated for pedestrian use only, a more cohesive site design could be developed 

for both Alba Park and the Carnegie building block that can also highlight and preserve historical 
features.

 � Consider installation of public art.
 � Consider irrigation upgrades and additional picnic pads with tables.

Management Considerations
 �  Park staff have identified the need for irrigation system upgrades and the management of tree canopy.
 �  Central fountain needs major renovation.
 �  New, updated LED lamps are needed.
 �  Gazebo may need renovation over next ten years. Consideration should be given to its foundation, which 

is rumored to be on top of old well.
 � Continue management efforts to plan for tree canopy.

 � Create separate reservable areas. 

 � Lighting 
 � Trash receptacles
 � Historic cannon
 � Memorial pathways
 � Trees & landscaping

Neighborhood Park
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Cedar Links Park
Location: Inside entry drive to former Cedar Links golf course        5.42 acres (undeveloped) 

Amenities
 �  Currently undeveloped. Frontage on Cedar Links Drive.
 �  Contains a sign and picnic table.

Design Opportunities
 �  Design and develop the neighborhood park according to master plan.
 � Ensure viable public access through new development at Cedar Links. 

Management Considerations
 �  Low water pressure at this site will trigger the need for a booster station for future irrigation, when 

developed.
 � Prioritize the important link from the path system within Cedar Links Park towards the east connecting to 

N Foothills Road and then to Prescott Park. 
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Chrissy Park
Location: Outside eastern city limits           10.0 acres (undeveloped)

Amenities 
 � Currently undeveloped. 
 � Rolling hills of scattered Oregon oak.

Design Opportunities
 �  Develop Chrissy Park as illustrated in master plan as both a neighborhood park and a connecting piece in 

a regional trail system for both hiking and equestrians. 
 � Consider the inclusion of Chrissy Park within the Southeast Medford area as a Community Park
 � Collaborate with Jackson County to plan for linkages to destinations in Medford from beyond its Urban 

Growth boundary. 
 � Trail corridors should be planned to Prescott Park and along the riparian alignments of approved 

Southeast Medford Area Plan path system along the Middle and North Forks of Larson Creek.
 � Complete the planned connections through SE Medford Area, along Larson Creek and to the Bear Creek 

Greenway.
 � Plan and develop a cohesive wayfinding and interpretive signage system and support facilities, such as 

benches and drinking fountains. 

Management Considerations
 �  Erosion problems identified in the Chrissy Park Erosion Plan report may require very expensive remedies. 

Consideration to grant applications, partnerships, hazard avoidance, mitigation and restoration 
techniques should be part of future development planning.

 � A partnership with the Medford Water Commission has been established where the Commission will 
develop the park entry approach and installation of park utilities when they develop the southerly of 
the two water tanks planned for development on the Chrissy Park land. This will not occur until the 
Commission’s need for additional water storage tanks is prompted by property development in the 
adjacent lands.

 

Neighborhood Park & Special Use Area
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Donahue-Frohnmayer Park
Location: Corner of Spring Street and Springbrook Road                    14.03 acres

Amenities 
 � Parking
 � Restrooms
 � Picnic shelter
 � Playgrounds
 � Walking trails
 � Basketball sport court
 � Memorial garden

 

Design Opportunities
 � Implement the park’s Master Plan concept which connects a path through the park to the sidewalk at the 

intersection of Spring Street and Springbrook Road to enhance walking connections and park uses.
 � Create, complete and repair perimeter loop trail, as noted in the updated master plan.
 �  Consider additional picnic shelters and picnic tables with pads.
 � Connect drainage to City storm system.
 � Install two larger garbage pumps for improved pump station operations. 

Management Considerations
 � Overlook and bridge across natural area will need deck and railing replacement soon. 
 �  Containment area for playground fall safety surfacing creates a 6” or more drop into playground, limiting 

accessibility. If a higher level of safety surfacing cannot be maintained, the addition of an ADA ramp 
feature should be considered.

 �  Park staff has identified the need for upgrades to LED lighting, parking and court striping, restrooms and 
a wider entrance to the park.

 �  Memorial garden irrigation needed.

 � Create separate reservable areas.

 � Picnic tables
 � BBQ grills
 � Natural area
 � Oak groves
 � Open grass lawns
 � Bridge across natural area

Neighborhood Park
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Earhart Park
Location: Internal site north of Siskyou                1.69 acres

Amenities 
 � Open lawn and trees

Design Opportunities
 �  Lack of visibility and access limit the value of this park to those few neighbors within walking distance 

who know its location. 
 �  More visible signage to identify the park entrances would be a helpful wayfinding improvement. 
 � Public process needed to consider master plan for future potential of the park.

Management Considerations
 �  Park staff have identified the need for irrigation system control upgrades across entire park system.

 

Neighborhood Park
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Holmes Park
Location: S. Modoc Avenue              18.35 acres

Amenities 
 � Parking
 � Restrooms
 � Playgrounds
 � Swing set
 � Picnic tables
 � Tennis courts

Design Opportunities
 � Public process needed to consider master plan for future potential of the park. 
 � New restrooms needed.
 � Protect the oak savanna areas and expand soft surface trails in relation to community needs and existing 

amenities.

Management Considerations
 �  Several renovation projects were underway during conducted site visit: tennis courts, basketball court 

and parking undergoing re-surfacing. 
 �  Park staff has identified needs for irrigation upgrades, additional picnicking facilities, additional parking, 

more LED lighting upgrades, new restrooms, and the consideration of a master plan for the added 
improvements to ensure appropriate integration with park functions.

 �  Access better water pressure for main line and install a new water pump system. 
 � Create separate reservable areas. 

 

 � Basketball court
 � Walking trails
 � Natural areas
 � Trees & Landscaping
 � Open grass playfield 

Neighborhood Park
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Howard Park
Location: Parking entry off Mace Road, adjacent to Howard School          9.22 acres

Amenities 
 � Parking lot (used for school drop-offs)
 � Walking paths
 � Sports fields
 � Bleachers

Design Opportunities
 � Implement the park Master Plan 
 � Park entrance adjacent to school not clearly identified and distinguished from school property.
 �  Pathways discontinuous from parking, gaps in pavement and barriers to ADA access.
 �  No park identification at pedestrian entrances to the south – leaves impression of school ownership, not 

parks.

Management Considerations
 �  Adding park identification signs at pedestrian entrances could help clarify Medford P&R’s role in 

providing this park to local residents and distinguish the site from the school property. 
 �  Park staff have identified the need for additional irrigation zones, irrigation upgrades, and separation of 

irrigation system from school’s irrigation.
 � Drainage is a significant concern.
 � Create separate reservable areas.

 � Tennis courts
 � Open grass areas, trees
 � Pedestrian paths to south entries
 � Small shelter

Neighborhood Park
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Jackson Park
Location: Summit and Clark Streets             10.50 acres

Amenities 
 � Aquatic Center - aging
 � Fagone Field
 � Shared parking w/ school (Summit St)
 � Playground
 � Parking lot at Clark Street
 � Restrooms 

Design Opportunities
 � Park needs a master plan to help design better functionality as the school lease areas have been removed 

from the park facilities. 
 � In the planning process, the master plan should consider the need for integration of new park facilities 

such as a swimming pool renovation, the removal of the deteriorated building currently leased to Easter 
Seals, reconfiguration of the path system and path lighting, parking, and replacement of the aging sports 
field and sports court. 

Management Considerations
 �  Park staff have identified the need for extensive renovations for the aquatic facility, courts surfacing, 

irrigation system, baseball field support structures, and pathway and path lighting system. 
 � The long-term plan for the aging outdoor pool should be its removal and replacement with a state-of-

the-art, year-round aquatic facility.
 � Near-term and on-going renovations to the existing pool may include the following: install new DE filter 

tank in pool mechanical, install new roof at pool facility, add non-skid surface to pool deck, install new 
piping and valves for balancing pool circulation, install new boiler for heating of the pool, and upgrade all 
plumbing fixtures at pool and bathroom facilities. 

 �  Replace concession stand and bleachers at Fagone Field.

( continued on next page )

 � Tennis court
 � Open Grass lawn 
 � Trees & Landscaping
 � Easter Seal building - aging
 � Basketball courts 

Neighborhood Park
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 �  Install new electrical infrastructure to the concession stand.
 �  Resurface and stripe parking lot near Fagone Field.
 �  Overlay and widen asphalt paths and install additional LED lighting along pathways.
 �  Consider adding new picnic tables with pads.
 �  Consider resurfacing and/or removing one tennis court.
 �  Consider converting tennis court to a new use, such as a skate facility or pavilion. 
 �  Separate school irrigation from park irrigation and upgrade.
 �  Fencing between school and park create an awkward and unsightly edge between uses. Design for this 

boundary could include new landscaping – not to screen but to soften the jagged fence line that eliminates 
shared uses.

 �  Identification of park land, distinguished from school property, is needed to inform park users and credit 
Medford P&R with service provision.

 � Create separate reservable areas.
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Jefferson School Park
Location: North of Garfield behind Jefferson school            4.93 acres

Amenities 
 � Ball fields with bleachers

Design Opportunities
 �  Medford P&R have been maintaining this school property for community sports leagues. The addition of 

fencing and exclusion of the playground from public use changes the value and effectiveness as a park. 
 � Consider providing picnic tables with pads and dog waste bag dispensers. 

Management Considerations
 �  Medford will want to consider how its relationship with the school district and the “shared” properties 

between schools and parks can provide safe and accessible outdoor recreation for both school children 
and the general public. If limited access is a result of school security needs during non-school hours, 
park provision should look elsewhere to meet the public need for recreation facilities. School property 
is currently maintained by MPRD but recent fencing additions by the school district have separated 
playground from sports fields. MPRD will be considering if maintaining disjointed open spaces on school-
owned sites should be part of their responsibility since the public no longer has access to the school 
playgrounds.

 � Separate school irrigation from park irrigation; add new irrigation water meter and backflow assembly to 
separate water from park and school property.

 

Neighborhood Park
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Kennedy Park
Location: behind new school on Delta Waters Road                   8.11 acres

Amenities
 � Circuitous walking trail loop
 � Open grass lawns
 � Trees

Design Opportunities
 � The park has very limited access and identity since the construction of the new school.
 � Implementing the adopted master plan will create a more formalized entrance to the park and integrate 

park (and agency) identity into wayfinding for the neighborhood park.
 � Implementation of phase II of master plan adds greatly needed parking, drainage system, path and path 

lighting and completes development of the vacant field to increase park user value.
 � Construction documents are being prepared to construct elements of the master plan.

Management Considerations
 �  Path system creates a nice walking loop. Additional tree canopy could be planned to provide a more 

diverse walking experience.
 �  Park staff have identified need for drainage improvements and irrigation system improvements and 

separation from school property.

 

Neighborhood Park
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Lewis Park
Location: South side of W. 8th Street              7.33 acres

Amenities 
 � Parking
 � Basketball courts
 � Spray park
 � Restroom 
 � Lighting 
 � Drinking fountain
 � Playgrounds – (2) age-specific

Design Opportunities
 �  Addition of walkways and paths, playground and picnic tables with pads could facilitate picnic activities.
 �  A larger group picnic shelter on the southwest side could add more reservation options and increase 

value for visiting families and groups.
 � Upgrade shelter railing.

Management Considerations
 �  Park staff have identified the need for irrigation control upgrades to a central control, a covering over 

the spray park mechanical equipment, LED lighting upgrades for pathway and restrooms and parking lot 
restriping.

 �  Bridge decking across natural area has some widening gaps – may create accessibility barrier.
 �  Soil amendments are needed.

 � BBQ grills – being removed
 � Park benches
 � Walking trails
 � Natural area
 � Small picnic shelter
 � Open grass fields 

Neighborhood Park
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Liberty Park
Location: Corner of Maple and Bartlett Streets             0.23 acres

Amenities 
 � Playground
 � Picnic tables
 � Shelter
 � Restrooms
 � Benches
 � Bike rack

 

Design Opportunities
 �  New small neighborhood park appears fully functional.

Management Considerations
 �  Park staff have identified the need to add irrigation central control.

 

 � Fencing
 � Lighting
 � Loop pathway
 � Grass lawn
 � Trees & landscaping
 � Trash receptacles

Neighborhood Park
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Lone Pine Park
Location: Lone Pine Road                5.82 acres

Amenities 
 � Parking
 � Restroom
 � Small shelter
 � Spray pad 
 � Pathway system

Design Opportunities
 �  Park will need more amenities to provide outdoor recreational value, including new playground.
 �  Park needs more trees and landscaping to enhance setting.
 � Southwest corner of park remains undeveloped.  
 � The park lacks functional connections to the south and west due to recent school fencing. Consider a 

new route south to East McAndrews Road
 � Some planning/design should consider how to integrate the space to add value to the park’s features and 

uses.
 � Northwestern property parcels could provide additional value to the park site if a trade is negotiated 

between city-owned parcel and adjacent western parcel (middle parcel with pasture).

Management Considerations
 �  Park staff have identified the need to add irrigation central controls.
 �  Park staff identified the need for a covering over the spray park mechanical equipment, LED lighting 

upgrades for the pathways and railing for the shelter due to grade drop-off.

 �  Walkways need resurfacing.

Neighborhood Park
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Midway Park
Location: north of Railroad Park, adjacent to Bear Creek            3.0 acres (undeveloped)

Amenities 
 � n/a

Design Opportunities
 � When the master plan is implemented, the park will provide a trail connection from the neighborhood 

northwest of the park to the Bear Creek Greenway by way of a new trail built west of Bear Creek to 
Railroad Park and then across the existing bridge.

 � Develop a safe route from Midway Park to Howard Park.
 � Consider developing site within the next 3 - 6 years.

Management Considerations
 � None

 

Neighborhood Park
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Orchard Hill School Park
Location: On Juanpero Way, adjacent to school             4.16 acres

Amenities 
 � Perimeter trail
 � Trees
 � Open grass lawn

Design Opportunities
 �  Medford should revisit its public park inventory relative to school sites since this site has sign limiting 

access to school students only. Frontage along Juanpero Way provide good visibility into open grass lawn 
but combination of no parking, perimeter fencing, and signs prohibiting public use effectively take this 
site out of public park use.

Management Considerations
 � Medford P&R has a lease agreement for gym space and maintains the open grass area within the path 

space for public outdoor recreation. Clarification is needed regarding extent of allowed public use.
 � Install irrigation controls.

 

Neighborhood Park
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Oregon Hills Park
Location: Off E. McAndrews Road, Parking access from Chablis Trail       14.91 acres

Amenities 
 � Parking lot 
 � Restrooms
 � Solar panels
 � Picnic shelter
 � Picnic tables
 � Climbing rock
 � Nature play - sand & water
 � Nature play w/ logs
 � Walking trails

 

Design Opportunities
 � Consider play elements of swings and natural slide.
 � Implement the park Master Plan in coordination with the Public Work’s development of the storm water 

management facility.

Management Considerations
 �  Phase II is planning the addition of basketball courts
 � Develop an on-going management plan for invasive species and native poison oak within the developed 

park land and undeveloped riparian areas
 � Consider a partnership with volunteer organization(s) to manage, improve and expand upon the native 

planted beds and natural areas.

 � Interpretive trail
 � Bike racks
 � Observation deck
 � Lighting
 � Drinking fountain
 � Park benches
 � Spray pad
 � Open grass areas
 � Oak groves
 � Natural area

Neighborhood Park
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Pear Blossom Park (1 & 2)
Location: Between E 4th and E 6th Streets along Bartlett.           1.38 acres

Amenities 
 � Amphitheater
 � Stage
 � Tables w/ chairs
 � Benches
 � Plaza
 � Splash pad
 � Interpretive structure
 � Shade canopies

 

Design Opportunities
 �  Open lawn area has no clear ADA access for wheelchair-bound audience members.
 � Consider conversion of stage building to public restroom.
 � South block – add potable water.
 � North block add grey water disposal.
 �  Opportunity to integrate third block (to the north).
 � Consider conversion of lawn areas on south park to artificial turf.

Management Considerations
 � Park staff has identified the need for added restrooms at north end of plaza (maybe part of north block, 

3rd bock design/development).
 �  Water and wastewater are issues to be resolved to support programmed events and informal public uses.

 

 � Trash receptacles
 � Drinking fountains
 � Bike rack
 � Playground
 � Open grass lawn area
 � Trees & landscaping
 � Lighting

Neighborhood Park
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Railroad Park
Location: Berrydale Avenue                2.18 acres

Amenities
 � Picnic shelter
 � Parking
 � Restrooms
 � Trees & landscaping
 � Railroad Museum

Design Opportunities
 �  Awkward entrance with reduced visibility limits use as a public park, as well as location behind other 

land uses and out-of-sight location supports less desirable activities in the seasons and hours when the 
railroad amusements are not active. No simple solution exists, but the unified design and maintenance 
of the future Midway Park can increase openness, access and uses to help create a more welcoming 
atmosphere and safer environment.

 �  Consider re-striping parking lot, adding curbing on the northwest corner of the west lawn and adding 
picnic tables and pads.

 �  Consider installing automated rolling gate to north entrance and a gate by the Fire Station.
 � Install irrigation controls and add separate water meter for railroad area.

Management Considerations
 �  Restrooms need replacement – aging infrastructure 30+ years.
 �  Water meters are needed to separate water uses between leased areas. 

 

Neighborhood Park & Special Use Area
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Ruhl Park
Location: South of Hillcrest, with parking on-street along N Modoc Avenue        1.22 acres

Amenities 
 � Parallel on-street parking
 � Playground
 � Gazebo
 � Basketball sport court
 � Picnic tables
 � Trees & landscaping
 � Open grass lawn
 � Pathways 

Design Opportunities
 �  When park users visit the park by car there are no park identification signs by the playground. As in other 

parks, Medford should consider development of a City-wide park signage program with a well thought 
out branding scheme, and strategic placements of park ID signs in several access locations to provide 
better identification of both park site and park system. 

Management Considerations
 �  Park staff has identified needs for: new restroom (currently serviced by portable toilet) with drinking 

fountain, irrigation central control, added picnic pads, ADA sidewalk along Modoc, basketball court 
striping, and new park signs.

 � Create separate reservable areas. 

 

Neighborhood Park
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Summerfield Park
Location: Cherry Lane                      1.56 acres

Amenities 
 � Parking
 � Restroom
 � Perimeter path
 � Picnic table
 � Play area (limited)
 � Grass lawn
 � Trees & landscaping 

Design Opportunities
 �  Very limited amenities provide little value for play and outdoor activities. Add more play equipment.
 �  More shade trees should be located in the park.
 �  Consider adding a picnic shelter to help support more park use and value.
 �  Park sign is located at intersection of Cherry Lane where park is not visible due to elevated grade. No 

park ID is at the entrance or inside the park. A unified park ID and wayfinding system for this park and all 
others will clearly convey its belonging in the Medford P&R public park provision.

Management Considerations
 � Park staff have identified the need for new playground equipment, upgraded LED lighting for the 

pathway, ADA access to the play area, and add irrigation central control. 
 � Upgrade the irrigation system design to include a larger water meter and mainline, enabling the park to 

be irrigated in a reasonable watering window that does not extend into the park use hours during the 
peak irrigation season.

 � Topsoil depth is minimal in areas where additional shade trees are needed. Consider methods for 
increasing planter depth to accommodate healthy tree growth. 

 

Neighborhood Park
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Union Park
Location: Frontage on Plum Street, access from Union            3.13 acres

Amenities 
 � Parking
 � Pathways
 � Picnic tables 
 � Park benches
 � Playground

Design Opportunities
 �  No sign exists at the western end of the park where parking spaces have been added. Park ID signs would 

be helpful in communicating the value of Medford P&R and who to contact if issues arise.
 �  A master plan for the park includes a neighborhood center building to increase public value, uses and 

recreational opportunities.

Management Considerations
 �  New playground and older swing set safety surfacing is contained using plastic edging that creates a 

barrier for ADA accessibility.
 �  Picnic tables and benches are all distant from paved path – some should be connected to ensure 

minimum compliance with ADA accessibility.
 �  Renovate restroom or replace.
 � Renovate and redesign Union Street turn-around. 

 

 � Swing sets
 � Community Garden
 � Trees & landscaping
 � Restroom 

Neighborhood Park



57

Veterans Park
Location: Maple Grove Drive               1.74 acres

Amenities 
 � Veteran Memorials
 � Restrooms (open for special events)
 � Shared parking 
 � Trees & landscaping

Design Opportunities
 �  Park staff has identified the need to upgrade lighting and signs.
 �  Park could benefit from provision of small loop trail for contemplative walk with park benches.

Management Considerations
 �  Parking by memorial appears to be shared with hotel. Signage could clarify parking designation and 

assure ADA accommodation for park visitors. Drainage system improvements need for northwest corner.
 �  Park staff has identified the need for irrigation central control upgrades and new restroom fixtures. 

 

Neighborhood Park
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Vogel Plaza  
Location: SE Corner of Main Street and Central Avenue            0.24 acres

Amenities 
 � Fountains
 � Picnic tables
 � Public art (chess-player statue)
 � Park benches
 � Tables and chairs
 � Raised planting beds
 � Small trees
 � Lighting
 � Trash receptacles

Design Opportunities
 �  Urban plaza amenities could benefit from addition of covered shelter structure and picnic table 

improvements.
 � Trees have had to be replaced due to the lack of soil under the brick paving.  Develop a comprehensive 

plan to address tree replacement in a manner that will result in a long-lived and healthy tree stand in the 
park.

Management Considerations
 �  Park staff has identified need for amending soil in planter beds to sustain desirable plant growth.
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OTHER RECREATION PROVIDERS
Although the City of Medford is the major provider of parks, open space and recreation 
opportunities within the Medford planning area, other providers also contribute 
recreation opportunities. Several other parks, recreation and open space areas are 
located within close proximity to Medford and provide City residents opportunities for 
a wider array of outdoor activities. Providers of these facilities include the following.

Jackson County
Jackson County has ten parks with facilities that include a multi-use sports park, RV 
parks, campgrounds, cabin rentals, meeting space and facility rentals, picnic areas, 
gardens, boat launches, boat rentals, fishing platforms, swimming areas, a water slide, 
trails and playgrounds. Jackson County’s Expo Park is home to the Jackson County 
Fair and includes the Bob and Phyllis Mace Watchable Wildlife Memorial Center 
and the Seven Feathers Event Center. The fairgrounds are used 365 days a year by 
community groups, private promoters, and organizations that plan special events and 
private functions. Facilities include the 57,600 sf Isola Memorial Arena, the 7,381 sf 
Padgham Pavilion, the covered Olsrud Arena, along with livestock barns, horse stalls, 
a sale pavilion and lawn areas. Overnight RV parking for large recreational vehicles is 
under development.

Central Point
The City of Central Point, contiguous on the northwest edge of Medford, has 13 parks 
totaling 34.1 acres. Facilities at these sites include play equipment, basketball courts, 
tennis courts, picnic areas, gazebos, skate park, spray park, sand volleyball and a stage. 
Aside from Don Jones Memorial Park, most of Central Point’s parks are small and 
serve their immediate neighborhood areas. 

Phoenix
The City of Phoenix, located approximately four miles south of Medford, has 35 
acres of park land. Facilities at their three parks include playgrounds, a softball field, 
concession stand, picnic area, community garden, nature paths and wetland observation 
platforms. Colver Road Park and City Hall Park have localized service areas, which 
would not likely attract Medford residents. However, the 24-acre Blue Heron Park is 
connected to Medford via the Bear Creek Greenway.

Talent
The City of Talent, located approximately seven miles south of Medford, manages 
19 acres as parks and recreation facilities. The facilities for their eight parks include 



Leisure Services Plan 2016

60

playgrounds, sports fields, picnic areas and shelters and trails. The Downtown Park has 
a multi-use facility for skateboarders, in-line skaters and BMX bikers that may attract 
Medford users. Also, Lyn Newbry Park is connected to Medford via the Bear Creek 
Greenway.

Oregon State Parks
Oregon State Parks: Seven state parks and recreation sites are located in the Medford 
vicinity. These include day-use sites, waysides, campgrounds, scenic viewpoints, and 
state heritage sites. These diverse sites provide recreational opportunities for picnicking, 
fishing, boating, swimming, bicycling, hiking, bird and wildlife watching and cultural 
and environmental interpretation. Touvelle State Recreation Site, 9 miles north of 
Medford, provides water-based recreation opportunities on the Rogue River. Touvelle is 
a popular site for picnicking, boating, swimming and fishing. Next to the park, Denman 
Wildlife Refuge teems with local and migratory wildlife. The Oregon Department of 
Fish and Wildlife stocks Rainbow trout in this section of the river.

Bureau of Land Management
The BLM has a number of campgrounds, day use areas, trails, and snow parks within 
their Medford District. Some sites have specific functions, such as hiking trails. Some 
sites, such as the Hyatt Lake Recreation Complex, provide many different recreation 
opportunities, such as camping, fishing, swimming and hiking. The Upper and Lower 
Table Rocks are an Area of Critical Environmental Concern (ACEC) co-managed 
by the BLM and the Nature Conservancy. They are located approximately 12 miles 
north of Medford. The Nature Conservancy manages about 3,600 acres of Lower Table 
Rocks, and the BLM manages 1,280 acres on Upper and Lower Table Rocks. The area 
provides outstanding opportunities for hiking and environmental education.


