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Overview of the Hawthorne Park Master Plan process.
Public Meeting #1
 

•	 Through an informal workshop which included a dot exercise, questionnaires, and open conversation 
Group Mackenzie was able to identify a series of programmatic elements for the park.

Hawthorne Park Master Plan
Medford, Or
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Overview of the Hawthorne Park Master Plan process.

Hawthorne Park Master Plan
Medford, Ore.

Public Meeting #2
 

•	 Comments	were	collected	at	the	meeting	in	order	to	help	further	refine	the	proposals	in	preparation	for	
the	final	Master	Plan	design	to	be	presented	August	8th.

            The Hawthorne Park  Proposals         

The concepts shown below were created from the excellent feedback received at Public Meeting #1. 

You may of fer  addit ional  feedback by v is i t ing the projec t  website  at :                  

Please join us at the next meeting on June 28th. 

P r o p o s a l  # 1 P r o p o s a l  # 3P r o p o s a l  # 2

www.communitydesignproject.org
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Overview of the Hawthorne Park Master Plan process.

Hawthorne Park Master Plan
Medford, Ore.

Public Meeting #2
 

•	 Using feedback from Meeting #1, a series of precedent images, vignettes, and diagrams were 
developed by the GM design team and presented to the community on May 17th. 



6

Overview of the Hawthorne Park Master Plan process.

Hawthorne Park Master Plan
Medford, Ore.

Public Meeting #3
 

•	 Prior	to	the	third	and	final	meeting,	Group	Mackenzie	utilized	Community	Design	Project	to	broadcast	two	
of	the	final	proposals	in	hopes	it	would	help	broaden	the	public	input	on	preferences	for	the	park.

•	 More	than	1700	people	have	visited	the	site	-	We	have	collected	more	than	200	survey’s,	And	have	
received almost 100 comments.

Intro: How We Arrived at This Meeting

Survey Results : Determined From 209 Online Survey Entries and the Public Meeting

After two very successful public meetings and an enthusiastic turnout online, Group Mackenzie concluded that Proposals number 1 and 2 were 
clear front runners. While proposal number 2 received the most votes at both the public meeting and online we felt it necessary to do a thorough 
analysis of each of these proposals and present them once again for feedback before moving into the final stages of the deign. Below you will find 
a number of comments compiled both online and during the public meeting. After reading the comments we highlighted the survey results in order 
of importance below and have developed a series of analysis boards to help better identify positive elements of each proposal.

In reading through comments and ideas, many good points are made. It is not clear to me what was to be included in the aquatics center. Since neither South or North Medford High Schools have 
pools or aquatics centers, perhaps the Hawthorne Park Aquatics Center could serve a double purpose and combine funding sources. Build an aquatics center that is needed for both 
Swimming/Diving competition and Water Polo competition as well as for the public use. There are cities where the Parks & Recreation and School District have successfully combined resources to 
make this happen. Resources are scarce in both entities, but it would be great to at least explore this possibility. Use by the schools would ensure heavy use and bring families to the park. All three 
proposals have good points. Including and utilizing Bear Creek is important also. An enticing Bear Creek would be an asset to Medford. 
Carol Hoyst

I like proposal #2 I used to go to Hawthorne Park when my son played his soccer games there. I think the green area should be kept open to for example throwing a frisbee or kicking a soccer ball 
around, not restricted to baseball. A skate park under I5 is a good use of that space, courts for volleyball and/or basketball, excellent. I agree about not needing to split up the playgrounds. Do big 
dogs and little dogs need separate spaces? One of my favorite things is the concession stands. Will the paths be wide enough for people jogging? Will there be bike lanes? I would like it if down 
town Medford, Hawthorne Park and the Tinsel Town area all “flowed” together. This is great that we can be part of the ideas and I too will try and be at the meeting in June!
Susan

Placement of the playground and splash pad along the edge of the park in proposal #1 will attract families and will help make the park a safer better place top visit.
Public Meeting Comment

Thank you for presenting the options for the different park designs online for the people to view and study. I drive by the park everyday on my way to and from work. To be honest, the only times I 
have visited the park is when my children were taking swim lessons. I never felt safe coming to the park whether it was day or night. My kids also used to attend karate at the nearby karate school 
on Main St. I would do everything I could NOT to park in the Hawthorne lot. So, my biggest concern, no matter what design is chosen is safety!! A couple of thoughts….the playground should be 
one area for small and big children. I like that it would be near the aquatic center. Love the splash pad….should be near the pool. The dog park would be nice. Volleyball/basketball courts are 
needed with good lighting. No skate park! Attracts a questionable element. Not sure what you would put under the I5 viaduct??? Kind of a creepy space. Like the idea of food vendors and picnic 
shelters for barbecues and such. Need to change parking on Hawthorne street. Backing out of spots is dangerous as there is little room with the street so close. Fichtner Mainwearing and Riverside 
Park in GP are nice parks….something for everyone and SAFE!
Jennifer S.

Forced to choose it would be Proposal #1 I would go for. Primarily it is getting the playground out in view of everyone that serves as a safety factor and also an attraction feature. 
I would second the questions someone had in splitting up either children or dogs in different areas. Seems like it should just be one area. 
Feel like the idea of the multi-use courts, but seems they should be planned for to minimize their negative consequences. 
The priority for Hawthorne Park to me is finding some way to take advantage of Bear Creek. Not sure if it’s in the cards to construct some type of shoreline access. 
Thanks for the work.
Kevin

I am very excited about the upcoming changes for Hawthorne park and thank you for your work on these proposals. I prefer Proposal #2 because it includes many features while maintaining bal-
ance and has logical placement of the features. I would like to suggest that in order to maintain a clean park, there be several waste and recycle stations throughout the park which are easily vis-
ible to encourage proper disposal. Additionally, dogie waste bags ( preferably biodegradable) should be offered not only in and around the dog park, but also along the pathways for those that 
forgot a bag and to encourage people to clean up after their dogs. I would also make a suggestion to include a bulletin board feature near the entrance points so that community events and 
other communications may be posted by and for the public. Regarding the Aquatic center, will this be free are if there is a fee do you know what it will be? I will try to attend a meeting on the 28th 
of June. Thanks again.
Alicia Williams

Good path alignment in proposal #1... Clear lines of sight will make people feel safe!
Public Meeting Comment

I can’t find any information on the fate of the existing trees to go with each of the proposals. The park has some spectacular specimens many decades old and it would be a huge loss if they were 
removed. I would love to see a plan that would take advantage of the existing trees with more developed walking paths and interpretive signs. I do think a dog park is a good idea, mostly because 
the existing dog park gets very heavy use. There is obviously a demand for dog parks and that could be a feature that would encourage a wide variety of people who may not currently visit Haw-
thorne to use the park. Preservation of an outdoor swimming pool is also a high priority for me. I see many young families coming to the park for swimming lessons in the summer. This may well be 
the only time the park gets used by families with young children.
Erin Mahanay

I like the activity in the NW corner of the park so passersby can see that something is happening in the park. Keep the existing trees!
Public Meeting Comment 

I am excited at the idea that Medford will gain back Hawthorn park. I think that if we want to make a great park but it has limited space we should not try to fit every possible attraction. I think 
what we need are things that bring us to the park. When I lived by Fichtner Mainwearing park people came to play soccer, tennis, run around the track, have picnics and watch their kids play on 
the play ground. It seems that if we put in some recreation like a soccer field, sand volleyball. Then we would have a reason to visit. A skate park designed for younger kids would be nice and not 
attract shady characters. A playground is a must. Lighting is a must. A band stand would be a cool gathering place. Hawthorne has so much potential. Lets use the existing Lay out and improve 
upon it. Hawthorn is a really nice park that needs minor improvements. I think that hawthorn mostly needs a better reputation. Things like lights and a few improvements would accomplish this.
I do not think that a dog park would really do much for the park. A dog park is a bonus, not an attraction. I would rather see playgrounds or grandstands than dog parks because they could be 
used by all. Dog parks are a great idea for open empty space. Hawthorne does not have any.
I think that a functioning community pool would be a nice idea. It does not look like the people of Medford want to pay for it though. 
I do not think that Hawthorne needs a major overhaul. Just a minor rebuild. 
Thanks for letting the community voice their opinions! Please help us make the best of our park.
Chris Masterjohn

Aquatic Center 
Comments

Playground Comments

Flexible Lawn Comments

Paths

Trees

General Comment

O n l I  n e   S u r v e y
Questions: Best…. Proposal #1 Proposal #2 Proposal #3
Aquatic Center 59 83 56
Flexible Lawn Space 89 48 72
Playground 58 95 57
Paths 72 84 53
Athletic Courts 76 101 34
Dog Park 94 74 39
Parking Lots 53 74 81
Splash Pad 68 85 54
Total Votes 421 513 318
P u b l I  c   S u r v e y
Which Proposal Do You Prefer? Proposal #1 Proposal #2 Proposal #3
Total Votes 2 12 0

            The Hawthorne Park  Proposals         

The concepts shown below were created from the excellent feedback received at Public Meeting #1. 

You may of fer  addit ional  feedback by v is i t ing the projec t  website  at :                  
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Overview of the Hawthorne Park Master Plan process.

Hawthorne Park Master Plan
Medford, Ore.

Public Meeting #3
 

•	 In conjunction with the feedback received online, Group Mackenzie put together a series of diagrams 
and informational boards comparing in greater detail the two proposals. 

•	 These	comparisons	helped	further	refine	our	final	proposal	for	the	Hawthorne	Park	Master	Plan.

Hawthorne Park Master Plan 
Medford, Oregon

June 2012
GM #2120100.00

Paths
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Hawthorne Paths Diagram : Understanding Movement Through the Park
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Hawthorne Paths Diagram : Understanding Movement Through the Park

Hawthorne Park Master Plan 
Medford, Oregon

June 2012
GM #2120100.00

Spatial Analysis Comparison
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Hawthorne Park Spatial Diagram : Understanding the Size And Layout of the Park
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Hawthorne Park Spatial Diagram : Understanding the Size And Layout of the Park

Hawthorne Tree Survey : A Look at How Each Proposal Will Effect Existing Vegetation
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Hawthorne Park Tree Analysis : A Look At What Vegetation Should and Should Not Remain
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Tree ID # Common Name
1 Silver Maple
2 Douglas Fir
3 Japanese Pagoda
4 Katsura Tree
5 Bald Cyprus
6 Tulip Tree
7 Tulip Tree
8 Willow Oak
9 Conifer 
10 Conifer 
11 Conifer 
12 London Plane Tree
13 London Plane Tree
14 Giant Sequoia
15 Horse Chestnut
16 Western Catalpa
17 Tulip Tree
18 Tulip Tree
19 Tulip Tree
20 Tulip Tree
21 Tulip Tree
22 Silver Maple
23 Silver Maple
24 Black Walnut
25 Port Orford Cedar
26 Green Ash
27 Incense Cedar
28 Silver Maple
29 American Linden
30 Silver Maple
31 Flowering Plum
32 London Plane Tree
33 London Plane Tree
34 London Plane Tree
35 London Plane Tree
36 London Plane Tree
37 London Plane Tree
38 London Plane Tree
39 Coastal Redwood
40 Blue Spruce
41 Western White Pine
42 Red Maple
43 Pin Oak
44 Ponderosa Pine
45 Sweetgum
46 Ponderosa Pine
47 London Plane Tree
48 London Plane Tree
49 London Plane Tree
50 Port Orford Cedar
51 Horse Chestnut
52 Dawn Redwood
53 Incense Cedar
54 Port Orford Cedar
55 Western Juniper
56 Norway Spruce
57 Silver Linden
58 Yellowood
59 Coastal Redwood
60 Deodar Cedar
61 Deodar Cedar
62 Modesto Ash
63 Marshall Ash
64 Horse Chestnut

Number of Varieties Conifers Decidous Number Of Healthy Trees Number Recommended For Removal
2333 42 2241
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Hawthorne Park Master Plan

Medford, Ore.

Final Proposal
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Hawthorne Park Master Plan

Medford, Ore.

Presentation of the preferred general park layout and design
Final Illustrative Design
 

E.    J  a  c  k  s  o  n       S  t.

E.  M a i n   S  t.

H  a  w
  t  h  o  r  n  e        S  t.

I  -  5

B  e  a  r     C  r  e  e  k

C e n t r a l  G r e e n

D o g  P a r k
L i t t l e B i g

P r o m e n a d e

S p r a y  P a d

G a r d e n s

E
xi

s t
i n

g
 P

a
r k

i n
g

O v e r l o o k

H
a

w
t h

o
r n

e
 P

a
r k

 

P
o

o
l  

P
r o

j e
c

t

P i c n i c 
B e n c h e s

G
r e e n w

a y  T r a i l

S k a t e 
P a r k

E n t r y 
P l a z a

P a r k i n g

P a r k i n g 
E x p a n s i o n

S h e l t e r

P l a y
A r e a

F r e e p l a y
C o u r t s

B B a l l
C o u r t s

S t o r m  W a t e r
M a n a g e m e n t 
/  B i o s w a l e



10
Hawthorne Park Master Plan

Medford, Ore.

Presentation of the preferred general park layout and design
Final Proposal In Context
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Hawthorne Park Master Plan

Medford, Ore.

Presentation of the preferred general park layout and design
View Through The Park
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Hawthorne Park Master Plan

Medford, Ore.

Presentation of the preferred general park layout and design
View	Along	The	Main	Path
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Hawthorne Park Master Plan

Medford, Ore.

Presentation of the preferred general park layout and design
View Of The Bear Creek Overlook
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Hawthorne Park Master Plan

Medford, Ore.

Review general park components 
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Hawthorne Park Master Plan

Medford, Ore.

Review general park components 
Plant Material
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Hawthorne Park Master Plan

Medford, Ore.

Review general park components 
Play Equipment 
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Hawthorne Park Master Plan

Medford, Ore.

Review general park components 
Sustainability Measures
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