
2014 – Stats for Planning  

Comprehensive Plan & Development 
Code Amendments Approved by  

City Council 
 

• West Main Area GLUP Map Changes 
• Public Facilities Element Update – Medford Schools  

      Facility Plan 
• GLUP Map Amendment for Internal UGB Study Areas 

(PALs)  
• Citizen Involvement Element 
• GLUP Map change from UR to SC Springbrook  

McAndrews 
• Schools in Commercial Zones Code Amendment 
• Temporary/Portable Storage Containers Code 

Amendment 
• Political Campaign Signs Code Amendment 
• Historic Review Code Amendment 
• Electronic Message Signs 
• Commercial Core Area SE Plan  
• Housekeeping Items (12 items) 

 

Experiment in public outreach – the “I am planning for 
wall. . .” in our office. 
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PROGRESS ON THE LARSON CREEK MULTI-USE PATH 
Construction Underway in 2014 



Landmarks & Historic 
Commission 

           CLG GRANT 2014 - $12,500or $12,00 
 
This year’s grant encompasses hiring a 
consultant to assist with drafting new code 
language that would be added to the 
Medford Land Development Code (MLDC) 
to address three topics:  1) Demolition 
provisions for residential and commercial 
historic buildings, 2) Buffer zone 
requirements (including setbacks, building 
height, and landscaping provisions) for 
zoning districts that are adjacent to 
designated historic districts and stand-
alone landmarks, and 3) standards for 
local historic district and local landmark 
designation status.  The consultant and 
staff would seek input on the draft 
language from the community through a 
variety of means such as holding 
neighborhood meetings and/or posting 
draft language on the City’s website for 
public feedback.  The draft language 
would be proposed to the Landmarks and 
Historic Preservation Commission and 
Planning Commission for initial feedback.  

 

2014 – More Stats for Planning  

        
     Overall average processing times for all of the applications 
     the Current Planning section takes to public hearing are  
     shown below. 
 
 

Average Processing Time 
All Current Planning Applications 

 

Calendar 
Year 

Days to 
Deem 

complete 
from 

Submittal 

Days 
Submittal 

to 
Hearing 

Days 
complete 

to 
Hearing 

Days from 
complete 
to Final 
Order 

Total 
Proces

sing 
Time  

Submit
tal to 
Final 
Order 

2010 21 67 44 57 79 
2011 14 58 44 73 87 
2012 17 57 40 57 73 
2013 16 57 41 69 85 
2014 24 65 34 46 79 
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Final Presentations 

June 10, 2014, was the Final Wrap Up Open House 
for the SCYP UO partnership with the City of Medford 
and partner RVTD.   
 
The Open House from 4 to 6 p.m. at the Carnegie 
Building was well attended by a mixture of UO 
Students, Faculty, City Staff, RVTD Staff, and the 
general public. Over 75 people attended.    
 
 
Professor Gerardo Sandoval‘s class reported on their 
final findings regarding the two Outreach to Minority 
Communities projects.   
 
Professor Marc Schlossberg’s Class also had a 
presentation regarding the Connections to the Bear 
Creek Greenway. 
 
There were displays, models and reports from all of 
the adjacent projects listed to the right.   
 
 
This Partnership has proven to be a great asset to the 
City of Medford.   
 
 
 
 
 
 

Students, Faculty & Staff relax on the grounds of  

 the Carnegie Building after the bike tour of the Bear Creek 

Greenway on April 11, 2014,  
 
  

FINAL PROJECT LIST 

• Downtown Wayfinding 
     Students update Medford's wayfinding plans and design, then
bring it into the 21st century with mobile apps that photograph and 
geocode Medford attractions and existing signage. 

• Encouraging New Development 
     Planning students provided several development plans for 
challenging redevelopment of existing structures and urban 
properties. 

• Analysis of Activity Centers 
     Students used Geographic Information Systems (GIS) to 
analyze existing activity centers and suggest actions for 
increasing multi-modal pedestrian, bike, and transit activity. 

• Facility Funding PR 
     Students tackling this project created a plan to educate the 
public and gain support for new city fire stations and police 
headquarters. 

• Connections to Bear Creek Greenway 
     Planning students studied the Bear Creek Greenway and 
proposed solutions for connecting it to Medford's city parks, trails, 
and bicycle paths. 

• Outreach to Minority Communities I & II 
    After engaging in the Greater Medford Multicultural Fair, a 
class worked with residents to help build connections between the 
majority population and newer residents.         

• Neighborhood Watch 
     Teams of economics students mapped active Medford 
Neighborhood Watch programs and wrote a plan for developing 
new programs. 

• Emergency Preparedness Plan 
     Students assessed citizen awareness of community-wide 
disaster planning and developed an outreach plan for emergency 
preparation and response. 

• Open Space Program 
     A law student focused her capstone project on identifying, and 
analyzing methods for preserving lands as open space. 

• Fire Department Strategic Plan 
     The Fire Department asked students to create a detailed 
strategic plan for the next 5 to 7 years to guide specific actions
and recommendations.   

• Fire Facility Design 
     An advanced studio of architecture students designed LEED 
Silver Fire Stations for six different facilities with maximum 
efficient use of space and energy. 

• RVTD Bus Rapid Transit 
     Students examined the feasibility of bus rapid transit along 
Medford's congested Highway 99 corridor. 

• RVTD PR Campaign 
     Students developed a public relations campaign to help RVTD 
get their message out to voters to increase their support for the 
serial levy. 

• West Main TOD 
     GIS students used agent-based modeling to examine how a 
variety of development options will impact traffic, travel times, and 
density over the next 20 years. 

• Recreation Services Funding 
     Business Administration students developed a pricing and cost 
recovery strategy for the recreation program and proposed a 
marketing strategy to increase revenues. 

  
 



UGB OPEN HOUSE  
  January 2015 
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Urban Growth Boundary  

Open House 

October 28, 2014 

On October 28, 2014, the City Planning Department 
held an Open House for citizens interested in the 
future growth of our City. 
 
The City is in the process of amending its Urban 
Growth Boundary (UGB) to provide for growth over the 
next 20 years.  The City must select areas from within 
its Urban Reserve (UR) for expansion of its UGB.  
However, the UR provides a 50-year supply of land 
and the City can only include a 20-year supply within 
its UGB.  City Council must ultimately decide which 
portions of the UR should be included within the UGB 
to meet the need for the next 20 years. 

 

At the open house, Planning Staff presented ranked 
scores for properties within the UR for Proximity (to 
the existing UGB), Parcel Size, and serviceability for 
Water, Sewer, and Transportation.  These scores will 
be used to formulate a recommendation for where the 
UGB should be extended. 
 
Maps and other information about the Urban Growth 
Boundary amendment process were stationed around 
the room for public review.  City staff was available to 
guide citizens through the information and answer any 
questions they may have had.  
   
 
The Open House was well attended by over 150 
interested citizens and well received by the 
community. 
  
 

 

 
  

Subsections of Medford’s Urban 
Reserve 

• MD-1  North Medford area between Table  
       Rock Road and Highway 62 
 
• MD-2  East Vilas Road area 
 
• MD-3  North Foothill Road NE Medford area 
 
• MD-4  Hillcrest Orchard area 
 
• MD-5  Chrissy Park to Centennial Golf Course 
       area 
 
• MD-6  South of Harry & David on South Stage 
       Road area 
 
• MD-7  SW Medford King St and Holly St area 
 
• MD-8  South Stage Road area 
 
• MD-9  West Side of Medford area 
 
• MD-P – Chrissy & Prescott Parks. 
 

 



Public input into future of Medford  

  

People attending the Farmers’ Market on October 29, 

2014, got a chance to express their wants and needs for a 

future “Medford”.  Given the opening “I want Medford to be 

. . .” many people had suggestions to improve the City.  A 

few of them are below:   

 

I want Medford to be. . .  

 

 Compact and vibrant 

 An exciting city for people of all ages 

A city with an Olympic sized covered swimming 

pool with smaller pools for seniors and small 

children 

Not divided by Interstate 5 

A city with sidewalks 

More aesthetically pleasing 

Kind and giving 

More open and encouraging to small local 

businesses and farms 

More youthful—more young people 

An entertainment hub with bigger name bands and 

artists or for the NFL or MLB  

  

 

Planning Department’s 

Mission Statement 

  
  

 
 

 
National Planning Month – Booth at Farmers’ Market.  
This is the fourth year that we have had a booth at the 

Thursday Farmers’ Market.  

 
  John Adam at Planning Booth. 

Public Input from Farmers’ Market 
January 2015  
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STAFF ON THE MOVE 

Promotions & New Employees:    Sarah Sousa promoted to Planner IV & LHPC Liaison;   Joe 
Slaughter promoted to Planner IV; John Adam promoted to Senior Planner.  New Employees:  
Jennifer Jones 2/3/2014;  Tracy Carter 7/16/14; Aaron Harris 8/1/14; and Aimee Staton – Summer 
Intern 7/1/2014.   Retirements:   Kathy Helmer, Planner IV 3/2014; Suzanne Myers, Principal Planner 
6/1/14 & Marilyn Primm, Planner I 7/18/14.   
 
 
 

 

Our Outstanding Staff 
January 2015 
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