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A payment or something of economic value given to a public official in exchange for
services provided by the public official is an honorarium when the setting of the
economic value has been prevented by custom or propriety. The services provided by
a public official may include but not be limited to speeches or other services provided in
connection with an event.

The limitation for honorariumis $___ .
Awards for Professional Achievement: Public officials may accept an award, if the

public official has not solicited the award, and the award is offered to recognize an
achievement of the public official [ORS 244.040(2)(d)).

Awards for professional achievement should not be confused with awards of
appreciation, allowed by ORS 244.020(6)(b)(C), honorarium allowed by ORS
244.040(2)(b) or gifts that are allowed or restricted by other provisions in ORS Chapter
244,

Awards for professional achievement are best illustrated by awards that denote national
or international recognition of a public official’s achievement. These awards may also
be offered by public or private organizations in the state that are meant to recognize a
public official for an achievement. Professional achievements recognized may be
identified as a single accomplishment or an accomplishment achieved during a period of
time, such as a calendar year or a public official's career upon retirement. Public
officials may be educators, lawyers, certified public accountants or hold a doctorate in
some field. These public officials may receive awards recognizing achievements in their
fields and those awards would be considered by the Commission to be awards allowed
by ORS 244.040(2)(d).

Gifts

There are occasions when public officials can accept gifts and Oregon Govemnment
Ethics law does not limit the quantity or value of gifts, but there are other occasions
when the acceptance of gifts is limited to an aggregate value of $50 from a single
source in each calendar year [ORS 244.025).

When Oregon Government Ethics law uses the word “gift” it has the meaning in ORS
244.020(6)(a):

“Gift’ means something of economic value given to a public official, a candidate or a
relative or member of the household of the public official or candidate:

(a) Without valuable consideration of equivalent value, including the full or partial
forgiveness of indebtedness, which is not extended to others who are not public
officials or candidates or the relatives or members of the household of public officials
or candidates on the same terms and conditions; or




(b) For valuable consideration less than that required from others who are not public
officials or candidates.” In other words, a “gift” is something of economic value that
is offered to:

» A public official or candidate or to relatives or members of the household of a
public official or candidate,

o Without cost, at a discount or as forgiven debt and,
o The same offer is not made or available to the general public who are not
public officials or candidates.

To know whether gifts from a single source are limited or unlimited you must determine
if the decisions or votes of the public official, who is offered a gift, would have a distinct
economic impact on the source making the offer. If the source of the offer would
receive a financial gain or avoid a financial cost from the decisions or votes of a public
official, gifts from that source to that public official would be limited as to the aggregate
value of gifts accepted from that source in a calendar year. This economic interest is a
pivotal factor in determining the propriety of gifts and is found in the expression
“legislative or administrative interest” which is defined in ORS 244.020(9) and is used in
ORS Chapter 244, primarily, when applying the provisions regarding gifts accepted by
public officials.

While a “gift” is defined in ORS 244.020(6)(a), ORS 244.020(6)(b), identifies specific
gifts that are exempt from gift restrictions if the offers are made or accepted in the
specific circumstances and conditions described.

What does a public official need to know about a “Legislative or Administrative Interest”
[ORS 244.020(9)]?

Beginning in 2010, the change to the definition of what is a legislative or administrative
interest represents one of the most significant changes made in Oregon Govemment
Ethics law during the last session of the Oregon Legislative Assembly.

The change is significant because knowing if the source of a gift offered to a public
official has a legislative or administrative interest determines whether or not the gift
offered is allowed or restricted. Before this change, a public official only had to know if
a gift was offered from a source with a legislative or administrative interest in the public
official's govemmental agency, but now the focus is on the vote or decision of each
individual public official. The change places greater responsibility on the individual
public official to decide if a gift offered is restricted by ORS Chapter 244. The definition
of a legislative or administrative interest is provided in ORS 244.020(9) as follows:

“Legislative or administrative interest’ means an economic interest, distinct from that of
the general public, in:

(a) Any matter subject to the decision or vote of the public official acting in the public
official's capacity as a public official; or




