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Program Data

Since the beginning of the City of Medford's participatios in the
Housing and Home Finance Agency's 701 planning program. which was undertaken
aarly in 1957, the city has been vitally interested in beautification. The
Street Tree Plinting ordinance, which was passed upen by the council in February
g1 1957, was the first positive step toward control and order in Medford's
beautification efforts. The second step was the appointment, by the Mayor, of
a comaittee to study the Parx and Recreation needs of ‘the city. As a result of
this camnitice's work. the City Council established a full-time Park and
Racreation Jepartmer?® ang aweng other resporsibilities, assigned this department
asd tne Park and Recrextion Commission the responsibility of working with the
city's plarning staff . pursuing an acceleratad city beautification program.
. In conjunctior with these two steps, the Mayor, with the approval of the council,
appointed a Gity Beautifi-ation Committee compcsed of one member from the Park
and Recreation Commissicn, cune member from the Planning Commission and two
professional iandacapz architacts who practice in the community, with the Planning
Director and the Park anc Recreation Oirector serving as excefficic advisory
members . This committee was given the responsibility of coerdinating the
beautificattion aspect of all city projects and was particularly concerned with
such things as right-cf-way planting strips, traffic islands and separatsrs,
street tree plantings and maintenance and review of the planting plans proposed
for any city cwned nroperty. particularly parks. This committee has been
involved. on occasion, with the beautification aspects of the city's sion
ordinance and the city's zoning ordinance

the foliowing ordinances. with 3 brief resume' explaining the relationship
of sacih tc the beautification effort and the apparent {mpact of each upon the
community to date, will servas as some indication that those who control policy,
under wihich the City siaff operates, are truly dedicated to bettering the city
by making it s beautiful place in which to live.

Lr early effort of the Park and Recreaticn Department staff and the Planning
Staff was direcied towaru esteblishing recommended policies which would serve
tc guide the ¢ity's beautification efforts. This resulted in the document
entitlied "A rark Plan for Medford", which was a report finarced in part by the
city and in part by an Urban Planning “ccistance Grant from the H.H.F.A  This
report presentaed background information on Park and Recreation facilities. the
reea for additicnal open space and the ne=d for beautification in the community.
The purpose of this report was te suggest that the city pursue a program wiich
would provide adequate recreational facilities, open space, and beautification
for an urban area of approsimately 70,000 oeople, which is the estimated
population whicl wiil be reached by the {ity of Medford in about twenty-five
years. A copy of this report is iriluded in the binder.

In conjunctfon with the above mentioned repert. the City Council approved
a contract in January of 1963 with the fi:m Royston, Hanamoto. Mayes and Beck
for a plan which would include several beautification projects hfgh on the
priority list. The first of these proiectS was the renovation of Hawthorne Park,
the city's major park and~recreation focility. Secondly, this firm was asked
to orepare a beautification plan for properties along Bear Creek which flows
through the city from South to North and at present, separates the East half of
the city from the West half. Ii{ is inisresting to note that as of this date,




