Healthy Riparian Areas Help Water Quality and Wildlife

Riparian vegetation stabilizes streambanks, keeps water cool, and provides food and shelter for animals

What is a Riparian Area?

A riparian area includes the land and plant communities along the bank of a freshwater river,

stream, or lake.

Riparian areas are important natural filters, protecting aquatic environments from sedimentation,
polluted surface runoff and erosion. They act as wildlife corridors, providing safe travel and forage.
The shrubs and trees supply shelter for animals, and shade that keeps water temperatures cool.

The natural curves of a river, combined with vegetation and root systems, slow the flow of water

and filter pollutants to reduce soil erosion and enhance water quality.

Common riparian
area trees:

White alder
Alnus rhombifolia

Black cottonwood
Populus trichocarpa

Red alder
Alnus rubra

Big-leaf maple

Acer macrophyllum

Oregon ash

Fraxinus latifolia

Pacific willow
Salix lucida

Common riparian
area shrubs:

Vine maple
Acer circinatum

Snowberry
Symphoricarpos albus

Douglas’ spirea °
Spiraea douglasii

Indian plum
Oemleria cerasiformis

Twinberry
Lonicera involucrata

Red-osier dogwood
Cornus stolonifera
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Qué es un Area Riberena?

Un area de ribera incluye las comunidades de la tierra y de la planta a lo largo de la orilla de un rio
de agua dulce, arroyos or lagos.

Las areas riberenias son importantes filtros naturales, la proteccion de los medios acuaticos de la
sedimentacion, contaminado escorrentia superficial y la erosion. Actuan como la vida silvestre
pasillos, proporcionando un viaje seguro y forraje. Los arbustos y arboles también suministran
refugio para animales y sombra que mantiene la temperatura del agua fria. |

Las curvas naturales de un rio, en combinacion con los sistemas de vegetacion y
de la raiz, frenar el flujo de contaminantes del agua vy del filtro que reduce
la erosion del suelo y la mejora de la calidad del agua.




